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TRIBUTE TO LEHAN KENT TUNKS
Frank R. Kennedy*
I first heard the name of Lehan Kent Tunks from Myres McDougal, who
was then Yale University Law School's shepherd of its students who were
candidates for law teaching positions. I hadlearned that Mason Ladd, Dean
of the University of Iowa College of Law, was scheduled to make an early
visit to the Yale campus to interview prospects for an appointment to the
Iowa faculty for the academic year 1940-41, and I sought advice from
Professor McDougal with respect to the opportunity to teach at Iowa. He
responded by observing that Lehan Tunks, the best teaching prospect at
Yale the previous year, had been invited by Dean Ladd to come to Iowa, and
Lehan had accepted. Professor McDougal spoke glowingly of a tour de
force struck off by Lee Tunks in his year of law study, the writing and
publication of the seminal article, Categorization and Federalism: Sub-
stance and Procedure after Erie Railroad v. Tompkins.' When I later
informed Professor McDougal of an offer of an appointment from Iowa, he
recommended that I accept promptly and embrace the opportunity to serve
on the same faculty with so able and stimulating a young colleague as Lee
Tunks. I took the advice and was the grateful beneficiary of that wise
counsel.
Lee Tunks was a mentor for me during the first ten years of my teaching
experience. I adopted early and have continued ever since his practice of
preparing class notes on halfsheets of paper. My students who have com-
plained about the difficulty of my multiple choice examination questions
should assign considerable responsibility for at least the design and tenor of
the questions to Lehan Tunks. It may be noted here that Lee had an
important role in the preparation of the Iowa Legal Aptitude Test used at
Ohio State, Iowa, and other schools, and was significantly involved in the
beginnings of the Iowa Measurement Research Center.
I was treated to one of the most successful classroom demonstrations I
have ever observed shortly after I arrived at the University of Iowa. Lee
asked me to act as an I.C.C. Commissioner in a simulated hearing on a
proposed plan for a railroad then undergoing reorganization under section
77 of the Bankruptcy Act. He was also acting as one of the Commissioners.
The members of his seminar in Corporate Reorganizations were participat-
ing as counsel for the debtor, indenture trustees, committees of unsecured
* Thomas M. Cooley Professor of Law, Emeritus, University of Michigan; Mason Ladd Dis-
tinguished Visiting Professor, University of Iowa College of Law.
1. 34 ILL. L. Rev. 271 (1939).
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creditors, and committees of stockholders. The hearing was conducted in
one evening session of the seminar. I was astounded by the sophistication of
the arguments and by the evidence of extended preparations by every
participant in the educational enterprise. The students had exerted ex-
traordinary efforts on behalf of their imaginary clients, and I recall having a
profound respect for the potentialities of every member of that seminar. I
stood in awe of what my colleague had inspired his seminar students to
achieve.
Lee Tunks had a clear view of what should be expected of students. He
was absolutely uncompromising in the standards he applied in the class-
room, in grading examinations and seminar papers, and in critiquing law
review contributions. The same approach characterized his position in
faculty discussions of curricular plans and problems, graduation require-
ments, students' scholastic difficulties, and other aspects of the law
school's educational enterprise. He was a strong believer in full faculty
participation in all policymaking in the law school. His positions were
compellingly stated, seeming to reflect mature consideration on matters
that had appeared on the agenda without advance notice. His influence on
faculty decisions, including certainly my own thinking and voting, was
profound. He elevated our sights and the level of our performance of our
mission.
The foregoing description of Lee Tunks' role at the University of Iowa
College of Law during the formative years of my own teaching experience
may suggest a deadly serious presence without humor or tolerance for
levity. The fact is that he had the most infectious and most frequently heard
laugh of all of us on the faculty when he was a member. He was quick to see
the ironies, absurdities, and comedy that are a part of the daily routine of a
law school.
As I reflect on Lee Tunks' career, I have one regret. Prior to his entry on
decanal duties, he was a frequent contributor to the law reviews. He could
write with grace, wit, and style. He could also deliver a coup de grace in a
brief book review. 2 Without detracting from his successes as a dean and his
contributions to the councils of the Association of American Law Schools,
I am sorry that he was distracted from publication of scholarly writing. His
colleagues and law students in other law schools and readers of legal
literature generally would have enjoyed and benefited immensely from
reading more of his trenchant observations.
I am delighted to join in the tributes to Lehan Tunks gathered in this issue
of the Washington Law Review and to acknowledge my gratitude for his
2. See, e.g., Book Reviews, II J. LEGAL EDUC. 453 (1959); 62 YALE L.J. 859 (1953), 5 J. LEGAL
EDUC. 237 (1952).
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splendid example and wise and warm counsel in those early days at Iowa
that do not now seem so long ago. May he and Margaret, his ebullient and
public-spirited wife, continue to enjoy the years of Lee's retirement, doing
good and blessing the lives of those whom they touch.
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